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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2024
3:00-5:00 FDLA Board Meeting Saybrook Room

5:00-6:00 Past Presidents Meeting Saybrook Room

THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 2024
7:00-7:55 Registration/Full Breakfast - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by DigiStream Newport East

7:55-8:30 Opening Remarks, FDLA Members Business Meeting, and FDLA Annual Awards Newport West

SESSIONS
8:30-9:30 Neurodivergent Attorneys: Unique Strengths, Hidden Struggles, and Why You Need Them Newport West

9:30-10:30 Hired Guns: Opposing Unsupported Expert Testimony Newport West

9:30-10:30 Arbitration: Is the Juice Worth the Squeeze? GH Salons 3-4

9:30-10:30 Advanced Driver Assistance Systems and the Changing Landscape of Litigation Cape Cod Hall

10:30-10:45 Networking Break - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Dr. Ernest Chiodo Newport East

10:45-11:45 What’s Happening in the Other Room? Is It Really ‘Not Your Problem?’ Newport West

10:45-11:45 AI – The Ethics, The Use, The Misuse, The Litigation, and The Future GH Salons 3-4

10:45-11:45 “Pane in the Glass” - Professional Perspectives and Legal Implications of Alleged Wind Damage to Windows and Doors Cape Cod Hall

11:45-1:00 Lunch - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Boyette Zettle Newport East

1:00-2:00 Judicial Panel - Statutory Interpretation for Civil Practitioners Newport West

2:00-3:00 Five Strategies to Better Manage Medical Costs and Economic Damages in Personal Injury Cases Newport West

2:00-3:00 The Wild West of Property Claims - Investigating Highs and Lows Impacting Litigation GH Salons 3-4

2:00-3:00 Two Masters: Ethical Considerations for In-House Counsel Cape Cod Hall

3:00-3:15 Networking Break - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Sugar Orthopaedics Newport East

3:15-4:15 Withholding Discovery Without a Privilege: When to Disclose Video of the Incident Newport West

3:15-4:15 Protecting Your Biomechanical Expert GH Salons 3-4

3:15-4:15 Ten Things Every Attorney Should Know When Reviewing a Life Care Plan Cape Cod Hall

4:15-5:15 Fighting Fraud: Detecting Dishonesty and Litigating Lies Newport West

4:15-5:15 Exposing The Unseen: Metadata, Geotagging, and Data in Claims GH Salons 3-4

4:15-5:15 Take Charge: Battery Evaluations and Litigation Cape Cod Hall

5:30-7:30 Welcome Reception - Sponsored by Addison Riley Atlantic Dance Hall

FRANK PIERCE IV
2024 FLCC Event Chair

WELCOME 

As Chair of the 27th Annual Florida Liability Claims Conference, I want to invite 
 you to Disney’s Yacht & Beach Club Resorts. This year’s event is bigger, better,  
and more magical than ever. We have an exciting lineup of presentations and 
speakers, along with numerous networking and social events. I hope you enjoy all 
we have planned for you!

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE



FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024

7:00-7:55 Registration/Full Breakfast - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Sdii Newport East

7:30-8:30 Character Meet & Greet TBD

SESSIONS

8:30-9:30 Sanctions! 57.105, Proposals for Settlement, Kozel, and Danis Newport West

8:30-9:30 Medical Malpractice Arbitration and Case Law Update GH Salons 3-4

9:30-10:30 Punitive Damages: The Statute Means What It Says Newport West

9:30-10:30 From Litigation to Ledger: Maximizing a Medical Billing and Coding Expert in the Tort Reform Era GH Salons 3-4

9:30-10:30 Remand to State Court, Attorney's Fees upon Remand, and Appealability of Remand and Fee Orders Cape Cod Hall

10:30-10:45 Networking Break - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Alpha Engineering Newport East

10:45-11:45 Changes In Certiorari Jurisdiction in Medical Malpractice Cases Regarding Presuit Compliance  
by Plaintiffs - UNIV. OF FLA. BD. OF TRS. V CARMODY, 372 So.3d 246 (FLA. 2023) Newport West

10:45-11:45 Using Probate and Guardianship to Prevent Failure to Settle GH Salons 3-4

10:45-11:45 Reconstructing Vehicular Accidents using Technology Cape Cod Hall

11:45-1:00 Lunch - Exhibit Hall - Sponsored by Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP Newport East

1:00-2:00 Multiple Claimants/Inadequate Limits: “Globals” in the Post-Tort Reform World Newport West

1:00-2:00 Negligent Security in the Age of Florida Tort Reform GH Salons 3-4

2:00-3:00 Preserving the Truth, Spoiling the Game: A Floridian Tale of Evidence and Law Newport West



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 2024

7:00-7:55 Registration and Full Breakfast - Newport East 
Sponsored by DigiStream 
7:55-8:30 FDLA Members Meeting - Newport West

8:30-9:30

 Neurodivergent Attorneys: Unique Strengths, Hidden 
Struggles, and Why You Need Them

Newport West

Jacqueline Ambrose, Associate General Counsel 
Florida Cancer Specialists & Research Institute

Frank Ramos, Partner	  
Goldberg Segalla, PA

Emily Whelden, Team Coach	  
Dixon Life Coaching

Aaron Kling, Mediator & Arbitrator 
ASK ADR 

“Neurodiversity” may be a trending topic, but what does it mean to 
foster it in your firm and to support neurodivergent attorneys (or 
yourself)? Emily Whelden, former attorney and current ADHD coach for 
attorneys, will facilitate this panel of neurodivergent attorneys. We will 
explore growth opportunities, challenges, and little-known issues of 
being neurodivergent attorneys.

9:30-10:30

 Hired Guns: Opposing Unsupported Expert Testimony	

Newport West	

Lazaro Rodriguez, Senior Partner  
Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP

Ian Ronderos, Senior Partner  
Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP

This presentation will discuss common types and recent trends in 
unsupported expert opinions in both the first party property and 
personal injury context. Attendees will learn theoretical and practical 
means to challenge such expert opinion and seek to exclude same from 
reaching the jury.

 Arbitration: Is the Juice Worth the Squeeze?	

GH Salons 3-4	

James J. Maskowitz, Partner  
Hall Booth Smith, P.C.

Brandon C. Szymula, Partner  
Hall Booth Smith, P.C.

Sarah Zabel, Mediator, Former Circuit Court Judge	  
MAZE Resolutions

This presentation will provide an overview of the benefits of arbitration 
(with an emphasis on long term care cases). The presentation 
discusses enforcing arbitration agreements, including best practices for 
compelling arbitration, the in-suit process once in arbitration and keys 
to victory at the final arbitration hearing.

 Advanced Driver Assistance Systems and the Changing 
Landscape of Litigation	
Cape Cod Hall	

David Cades, Ph.D., Human Factors, Principal Scientist 
Exponent
Tabitha G. Jackson, Jr. Partner 
Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen & Peterfriend
Allison Janowitz, Sr. Partner 
Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen & Peterfriend
William Peterfriend, Managing Partner  
Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen & Peterfriend
Frank Sato, Managing Partner  
Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen & Peterfriend
Sarah Sharpe, Ph.D., Biomechanics, Principal  
Exponent
This session will explore some of the latest trends in automotive 
crash claims with a specific focus on the role of Advanced Driver 
Assistance Systems (ADAS). The increasing proliferation of systems 
like Automatic Emergency Braking (AEB) and Lane Keeping Assist 
(LKA) can influence what data are available as well as how we approach 
analysis and investigation.

10:30-10:45 Networking Break - Newport East 
Sponsored by Dr. Ernest Chiodo 

10:45-11:45

 What’s Happening in the Other Room?  
Is It Really ‘Not Your Problem?’	

Newport West	

Gisselle Jorge, Partner  
Boyd Richards Parker Colonnelli

Scott R. Schomber, Mediator  
UWWM

Michael A. Weiss, Mediator and Arbitrator  
UWWM

Two expert mediators and an attorney discuss the impact of the 
“not my problem” attitude in mediations. Exploring both plaintiff and 
defendant perspectives, they reveal how understanding and addressing 
each party’s challenges is crucial for a successful resolution and share 
strategies for overcoming obstacles that can derail the process.

 AI – The Ethics, The Use, The Misuse,  
The Litigation, and The Future 	

GH Salons 3-4	

Frank Ramos, Partner  
Goldberg Segalla, PA

This session will explain the ethical, appropriate and practical use of AI 
for lawyers and claims professionals. Much has been said about why 
and how not to use AI. The session will explore how one can use both 
closed and open AI models that satisfy all ethics rules and client needs 
while securing responses from chatbots that make one a better lawyer 
while spending less time doing so. 



THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 2024

 “Pane in the Glass” – Professional Perspectives and Legal 
Implications of Alleged Wind Damage to Windows and Doors 	

Cape Cod Hall	

Robert B. Dehne, Partner  
Groelle and Salmon, P.A.

David Grindley, P.E., Partner  
Grindley Williams Engineering

J. Abraham Hanze, AIC, General Adjuster  
Sedgwick

This course addresses a specific type of property insurance claim 
involving alleged wind damage to windows/doors. It dispels myths 
and equips attendees to respond to such claims effectively, providing 
an understanding of window manufacturing processes, inherent 
deficiencies, wind pressure ratings versus actual pressure, regulatory 
requirements, and common claim issues.

11:45-1:00 - Lunch - Newport East 
Sponsored by Boyette Zettle

1:00-2:00

 Statutory Interpretation for Civil Practitioners	

Newport West	

Hon. J. Logan Murphy 
13th Judicial Circuit

Hon. Eric J. Netcher 
9th Judicial Circuit Court

Hon. Jared E. Smith 
6th DCA

Statutes increasingly are at the heart of civil litigation. The Supreme 
Court of Florida has emphasized the “supremacy-of-text principle” 
when interpreting statutes. This panel of distinguished judges will 
discuss methods of statutory interpretation in the context of civil 
litigation.

2:00-3:00

 Five Strategies to Better Manage Medical Costs and Economic 
Damages in Personal Injury Cases 	

Newport West	

Andrew Bolin, Partner  
Bolin Law Group

Elizabeth Myers, Partner  
Smith Bigman Brock

Cara Scheibling, VP & Principal  
Avalon Health Economics

John E. Schneider, PhD, CEO & Principal  
Avalon Health Economics

Life care plans are increasingly common. This presentation focuses 
on using methods from health economics adjusting alleged future 
“expected” charged amounts for reasonable and fair market value and 
using methods from biostatistics to adjust life expectancy for pre-
existing comorbid conditions.

2:00-3:00

 The Wild West of Property Claims - Investigating Highs  
and Lows Impacting Litigation	

GH Salons 3-4

Jon Pruitt, President  
Addison Riley, LLC: Forensics, Appraisal, Construction

Jeffrey M. Wank,  
Chair of First-Party Property and Insurance Coverage  
Kelley Kronenberg

The presentation will explore recent developments on late notice 
claims, strategies to investigate and evaluate prejudice, and the use of 
experts. It will also cover specifics on ACV/RCV for claims and litigation 
use.

 Two Masters: Ethical Considerations for  
In-House Counsel	

Cape Cod Hall	

Denise Lubliner, Sr. Trial Attorney  
Woods Law Group

William Woods, Partner  
Woods Law Group

This presentation will address the ethical considerations that are unique 
to in-house practice. The principal topics will be identifying the client, 
avoidance of conflicts of interest, the perils of the dual role of attorney 
and advisor, the ethical considerations for attorneys whose clients also 
serve as their employers, and the risk of unlicensed practice of law in 
corporate roles.

3:00-3:15 Networking Break - Newport East 
Sponsored by Sugar Orthopaedics 

3:15-4:15

 Withholding Discovery Without a Privilege:  
When to Disclose Video of the Incident	

Newport West	

Brad Bell, Founder  
Bell Law Group, PA

Bowen Brown, Partner  
Bell Law Group, PA

This session will explain how you can withhold surveillance video of an 
incident until after the Plaintiff’s deposition. The presenters will share 
the Plaintiffs’ counsels’ motions to compel the production of such 
videos before their clients’ depositions, effective defense responses 
and arguments, and multiple orders from various jurisdictions denying 
those motions.

 Protecting Your Biomechanical Expert	

GH Salons 3-4	

Benny Kashi, Partner  
Cooney Trybus Law	

This course will discuss common attacks made by the plaintiff’s 
bar against our biomechanical experts and how to anticipate and 
counteract them.



THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 2024

3:15-4:15

 Ten Things Every Attorney Should Know When  
Reviewing a Life Care Plan	

Cape Cod Hall	

Danielle Boring, Attorney  
McEwan, Martinez, Dukes & Hall PA	

Michael Fryar, Partner  
InQuis Global

Jud Wooddy, General Counsel and Founder  
InQuis Global

The presentation will focus on trends around the country in life care 
planning. Ten scenarios will be discussed from actual cases that have 
been observed where Defense Attorneys have missed the opportunity 
to capitalize on both obvious and more difficult to spot issues within a 
life care plan and how to neutralize their impact.

4:15-5:15

 Fighting Fraud: Detecting Dishonesty and Litigating Lies

Newport West	

Amy Lee, Attorney  
Scarborough Attorneys at Law

Matthew C. Scarborough, Managing Partner  
Scarborough Attorneys at Law

A session focused on fighting fraud and potent strategies to litigate 
a winning result. Topics include examinations under oath, effective 
depositions, motions to dismiss for fraud, utilizing surveillance, and 
powerful cross-examinations at trial. Learn to set up a targeted strategy 
from the beginning and cut through the web of deception.

 Exposing The Unseen: Metadata, Geotagging,  
and Data in Claims	

GH Salons 3-4	

Tanaz Salehi, Founder, Managing Shareholder  
Salehi Boyer Lavigne Lombana, P.A.	

Using technology, metadata, geotagging, and various applications to 
fight insurance fraud with practical tips and guidelines. The course 
will also discuss using metadata as evidence in your case. The course 
information applies to both first party property cases and liability cases. 

 Take Charge: Battery Evaluations and Litigation	

Cape Cod Hall	

Justin Clark, P.E., Electrical Engineer 
SEA, Ltd.

Brendan N. Keeley, Partner 
Baumann, Gant & Keeley, P.A.

This presentation will cover lithium-ion battery impact, applications, 
fundamentals, mitigation strategies, and post-incident failure analysis. 
By highlighting the interplay between prevention, control, and post-
event analysis, our talk aims to provide a comprehensive understanding 
of the safety and investigative measures surrounding lithium-ion 
batteries, enhancing both prevention strategies and investigative 
accuracy.

5:30 - 7:30 PM

Welcome Reception
Atlantic Dance Hall / Sponsored by Addison Riley

Join us for the installation of the 

2024-25 Board of Directors



FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 2024

7:00-8:30 Registration and Full Breakfast - Newport East 
Sponsored by Sdii

7:30-8:30 Character Meet and Greet - TBD

8:30-9:30

 Sanctions! 57.105, Proposals for  
Settlement, Kozel, and Danis	

Newport West	

Christopher S. Dutton, Partner  
Dutton Law Group

Scott Dutton, Partner  
Dutton Law Group

In Florida, we have lived in a world of one-way attorney’s fees under 
Florida Statute § 627.428, or have we? This presentation will discuss 
the tools available to defense lawyers to obtain an award of attorney’s 
fees and costs on behalf of insurance companies.

 Medical Malpractice Arbitration and Case Law Update	

GH Salons 3-4	

Julie Brodis, Partner  
Estes Ingram Foels & Gibbs PA

Joe Longfellow, Partner  
Andrews Crabtree Knox & Longfellow

Wilbert Vancol, Shareholder  
McEwan, Martinez, Dukes, Hall & Vancol PA

This presentation includes an analysis of medical malpractice 
arbitration including procedures, presuit discovery in anticipation 
of arbitration, identifying cases suitable for arbitration, reporting 
ramifications, negotiation tactics, awardable damages per statute 
versus judicial interpretation, and a review of recent arbitration versus 
verdict awards. 

9:30-10:30

 Punitive Damages: The Statute Means What It Says	

Newport West	

J. Richard Caldwell, Jr., Of Counsel  
Rumberger Kirk	

Brittney Polo, Associate  
Rumberger Kirk

This topic includes an analysis of recent cases arising under Fla. Stat. 
sec. 768.72. Statutory provisions are reviewed, decisions of the 1st, 2d, 
4th, and 5th DCAs are discussed, and differences in approach among 
those courts are noted. Plaintiffs contrast these recent decisions with 
earlier case law, which seemingly utilized a more permissive approach 
to addition of punitive damages claims.

 From Litigation to Ledger: Maximizing a Medical Billing  
and Coding Expert in the Tort Reform Era	

GH Salons 3-4	

Laurette Balinsky, Partner  
Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen & Peterfriend

Toni Elholms, CCS, CPC, CPMA, CRC, CRC  
Medical Coding and Billing Expert  
AccuMed

It is no secret that the cost of medical treatment in personal injury 
cases is skyrocketing at unprecedented rates due to inflated medical 
billing and fraudulent coding tactics. Today’s interactive session will 
discuss current trends in litigation from both an attorney and medical 
billing and coding expert’s perspective.

 Remand to State Court, Attorney’s Fees upon Remand,  
and Appealability of Remand and Fee Orders	

Cape Cod Hall	

Mihaela Cabulea, Partner  
Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig LLP 	

This presentation discusses remand of diversity cases from federal 
court to state court and attorney’s fees awards upon remand. The 
focus is on the limited grounds for appealing remand orders and on 
the appealability of fee awards upon remand. The presentation includes 
a discussion of a recent Second Circuit Court of Appeals opinion that 
addresses a limited ground for appellate review of remand orders.

10:30-10:45 - Networking Break - Newport East 
Sponsored by Alpha Engineering

10:45-11:45

 Changes In Certiorari Jurisdiction in Medical Malpractice 
Cases Regarding Presuit Compliance by Plaintiffs - UNIV. OF 
FLA. BD. OF TRS. V CARMODY, 372 So.3d 246 (FLA. 2023)	

Newport West		

Brian W. Boelens, Senior Litigation Attorney  
Florida Board of Governors Self-Insurance Programs

Christine R. Davis, Attorney 
Davis Appeals

Francis E. Pierce, III, Partner 
Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP

This presentation will track the process of a unilateral Court change 
to the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure providing for certiorari 
jurisdiction for denials of motions to dismiss in medical malpractice 
cases involving the qualifications of Plaintiff’s experts.
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10:45-11:45

 Using Probate and Guardianship to Prevent Failure to Settle	

GH Salons 3-4	

David Krouk, Partner  
Butler Weihmuller Katz Craig LLP

Jesus O. Valentino, President  
Valentino Law PLLC

This course will discuss the settlement of liability claims involving 
minor claimants, deceased claimants and incompetent claimants.  
We will explore the use of the probate process to ensure enforceable 
settlement agreements involving these types of claims, including 
protections for the insured defendant and the insurance company 
under the safe harbor provisions of the 2023 Tort Reform Act.

 Reconstructing Vehicular Accidents using Technology	

Cape Cod Hall	

Ian Grissom, BSME ACTAR, Sr. Accident Reconstructionist  
ARCCA	

This course will discuss the crucial role that accident investigation and 
reconstruction play in resolving vehicle-related cases. This discussion 
will focus on the new trends in accident reconstruction and the 
tools and technology that reconstructionists utilize throughout their 
investigations.

11:45-1:00 - Lunch - Newport East 
Sponsored by Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP

1:00-2:00

 Multiple Claimants/Inadequate Limits: “Globals”  
in the Post-Tort Reform World	

Newport West	

Kelly Gillis, Partner  
Boyd & Jenerette

C.J. Gomes, Partner  
Boyd & Jenerette

Pamela Nelson, Partner  
Boyd & Jenerette

March 2023 marked the beginning of substantial changes to the tort 
law in Florida, including the creation of Florida Statute § 624.155 (6). 
This new subsection establishes safe harbors for insurers to avoid 
bad-faith liability when confronted with multiple competing claims 
which may exceed the policy limits. This presentation will explore what 
we have learned and encountered thus far in the application of Section 
624.155 (6). 

1:00-2:00

 Negligent Security in the Age of Florida Tort Reform	

GH Salons 3-4	

Yasir Billoo, Managing Partner  
International Law Partners LLP

Joseph Tessitore, Of Counsel  
Moran Kidd

Joshua Walker, Partner  
Walker, Revels & Greninger PLLC

Before the 2023 tort reform, negligent security cases in Florida were 
some of the most explosive in the country. However, the tort reform 
will change the landscape significantly and we should discuss the 
specific changes and how they will impact future cases.

2:00-3:00

 Preserving the Truth, Spoiling the Game:  
A Floridian Tale of Evidence and Law	

Newport West	

Jason Boone, Partner  
Roig Lawyers

Philip Colesanti, Partner  
Roig Lawyers

This course examines evidence preservation, including requirements, 
consequences, and outcomes. We’ll discuss spoliation claims, 
obligations for maintaining evidence, sanctions, and presumptions 
for non-compliance, and best practices for adherence and ethical 
considerations, using case law, statutes, and other materials.

CLE and CE Information 
2024 Florida Liability Claims Conference 

Florida Bar Approval 
Course Number:  

2404117N
Level:

Intermediate

CLE Credits: 
General: 14.5

Mental Health & Wellness: 1.0
Ethics: 2.5

Technology: 5.0
Certification Credits

Civil Trial 14.5

Florida Department of 
Financial Services Approval 

2024 Florida Liability Claims Conference (CE 3-24a)

2024 Florida Liability Claims Conference (CE 3-24c)

Course Authority: CE 3-24a – Law and Policy

Course Authority: CE 3-24c – Adjuster Optional

Course ID: 129597

Course ID: 129596

Course Offering: 1200305

Course Offering: 1200306

Max Hours: 10 

Max Hours: 8



YLD COMMUNITY 
SERVICE PROJECT 

Help us raise funds and collect needed items for 
the Humane Society of Marion County, a  

no-kill shelter serving animals that are homeless 
or victims of cruelty and neglect. Visit their online 
wishlist and donate directly or bring your items to 
the FLCC Registration Desk. Cash donations can 

also be made on the FLCC Event App or at  
the Registration Desk. 

Help us impact our community through this worthy cause. 

 Conference Center Map 

DONATE AT: 
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MEET OUR SPONSORS and EXHIBITORS 

AccuMed
Jennifer Mora - t.mora@accumedintel.com
AccuMed provides attorneys with data on what local providers and 
facilities charge within a 30 mile radius of the client. We have a 
highly credentialed and local Medical Billing and Coding Expert that 
can opine to fraudulent coding tactics and inflated medical bills.

Addison Riley 
Jon Pruitt - jpruitt@addisonriley.com 
Addison Riley, LLC is an appraisal, forensic, and construction 
company servicing the majority of the nation. Their reputation of 
integrity has earned them mutual trust on both sides of the isle. From 
window and air testing, to cost/scope, engineering, and meteorology; 
reports with an AR logo are trusted. 

Alpha Engineering

ARCCA - FDLA Silver Annual Sponsor 

Alliance Investigations

Christian Yates - cyates@alpha-eng.com

Sioux Klinsky - sklinsky@arcca.com 

Darrell Cox - dcox@allianceinvestigations.biz

Alpha Engineering is a consulting engineering firm that provides 
forensic analysis and services for vehicular accident reconstructions. 
Using technologies such as drones, 3D scans and black box 
downloads, Alpha Engineering provides expert documentation and 
analysis of the evidence to assist in the resolution of cases.

For more than 30 years, ARCCA has been providing expert forensic, 
scientific and engineering solutions to its clients, and our team of experts 
can help with all phases of investigation: from initial file review and triage, 
inspections and testing, report/affidavit/disclosure preparation, evidence 
preservation, and exhibit preparation and trial testimony. 

Alliance Investigations is a specialized investigative agency, 
specifically focused on the needs and demands of the insurance 
industry. We provide services to clients in Georgia, Florida, South 
Carolina, Mississippi, and Alabama and operate on an old-fashioned 
philosophy whereby success is achieved through quality work, 
honesty and an unwavering commitment to customer satisfaction.

Avalon Health Economics - FDLA Gold Annual Sponsor 
Cara Scheibling - cara.scheibling@avalonecon.com  
Avalon Health Economics is a team of academic and industry health 
economics and outcomes researchers providing high quality, high 
value real-world health economics and outcomes research consulting. 
Beytin McLaughlin 

Bolin Law Group

Lori Hutchens - llh@law-fla.com 

Andy Bolin - asb@bolin-law.com

Beytin McLaughlin is a full-service civil defense law firm and has been 
dedicated to defending the rights of health care providers, health care 
practices and hospitals throughout the State of Florida over the last 20 years. 
We successfully defend our clients in both State and Federal Courts with 
practice areas encompassing medical negligence, professional negligence, 
general negligence, commercial litigation, administrative law, appellate law, 
health care law, health care transactions and alternative dispute resolution. 

Our clients face extraordinary challenges. They often operate in highly 
regulated industries and are increasingly subjected to expensive claims and 
litigation. BLG is dedicated to meeting those challenges, achieving the goals 
of those we represent and promoting a level playing field in civil lawsuits.

Boyd & Jenerette 
Nick Snell - nsnell@boydjen.com
Boyd & Jenerette is a civil litigation defense firm that is comprised of 
experienced trial attorneys who represent insurance companies and self-
insured entities in a wide range of civil claims and litigated matters. The 
attorneys at Boyd & Jenerette are well aware of the current issues facing our 
clients including costs of defense, close file rates, extracontractual exposure 
and current legal trends, and therefore we partner with our clients to develop 
defense strategies that are beneficial both as to cost and ultimate outcome.

Boyd Richards Parker & Colonnelli

Boyette Zettle

BRC - FDLA Bronze Annual Sponsor 

Elaine Walter - ewalter@boydlawgroup.com

Elizabeth Boyette - elizabeth@boyettezettle.com

Thomas Architect - tarchitect@brconline.com

Boyd Richards Parker Colonnelli specializes in all forms of disputed 
claims and excels in insurance defense, from lawsuits to arbitrations. 
Our skilled attorneys are well-versed in multiple practice areas, 
ensuring the right expert handles your case efficiently minimizing 
costs and ramp-up time. Trust us to protect your interests with 
targeted legal strategies.

The professionals at Boyette Zettle bring over fifty years of 
construction expertise to every matter. Our team is comprised 
of industry professionals with a diverse background of federal, 
commercial, institutional, industrial, and residential construction 
experience. We focus on litigation support and providing expert 
testimony for construction defects, first party insurance claims, and 
construction licensing matters.

BRC specializes in biomechanical analysis and accident 
reconstruction to include both high and low-velocity vehicle 
collisions, slip, trip and fall events, injuries associated with aircraft, 
bicycles, motorcycles, ATVs, boats, elevators, escalators, forklifts, 
tractor-trailers, trains, amusement park rides, trampolines, power 
tools, light industrial equipment, sports and exercise equipment. BRC 
consultants include physicians, most of whom also have engineering 
degrees, and consultants with a PhD in engineering.

Butler 
Matt Lavisky - mlavisky@butler.legal 
Butler is a civil litigation firm whose practice is devoted entirely 
to defense and insurance litigation. Our clients are corporations, 
insurance companies, and insured individuals, taking us across the 
North American continent, Europe and the Caribbean in order to 
provide the highest quality counsel.

• 9 • 

Dr. Ernest Chiodo
Debra Hill - chiodo.hill@gmail.com
Ernest Chiodo MD JD MPH MS MBA CIH is a physician, attorney, 
biomedical engineer, and toxicologist with graduate degrees from 
Wayne State University, Harvard, the University of Chicago, and 
the University of Oxford (UK). Dr. Chiodo has been honored as a 
distinguished biomedical engineer and physician by Wayne State 
University. He has served as the Medical Director and Manager of 
Medical and Public Health Services for the City of Detroit as well as 
the Medical Director of the pension board for the City of Lansing. 
In addition to actively practicing medicine and law, Dr. Chiodo has 
served as a medical school and law school professor. 



Estes, Ingram, Foels & Gibbs, P.A. 

ESi

ChoiceLegal, Inc. - FDLA Bronze Annual Sponsor 

CourtScribes, Inc

Julie Brodis - jhb@eifg-law.com 

Heather Slatton - hlslatton@engsys.com

Jeffrey Baker - jeffrey.baker@choicelegal.com

David Blaze - dblaze@courtscribes.com

Estes, Ingram, Foels & Gibbs, P.A. is engaged in a general litigation 
practice consisting almost entirely of the defense of healthcare 
professionals in civil litigation & administrative actions throughout 
the state. Our litigation staff consists of nine trial attorneys, litigation 
paralegals and legal nurse consultants. Each of the firm’s members 
has been practicing general civil defense work for the entirety of their 
legal careers. J. Charles Ingram, Craig Foels, Eric Gibbs, Julie Brodis, 
Clayton Williams, Christian Trowbridge, and Dinelia Concepcion are 
all AV Preeminent rated by Martindale Hubbell.

ESi is a full-service engineering investigation and consulting firm with 
locations coast-to-coast, serving clients across a global footprint. 
With state-of-the-art facilities and highly qualified professionals in 
almost every discipline, ESi is well-equipped to help clients with their 
most challenging technical issues.

Choicelegal, Inc. is a nationwide record retrieval company and 
headquartered in Tampa. We request more medical records in Florida 
via subpoena than any other vendor in the market. Our TAT and 
pricing is without peer. We also offer chronology, medical summary 
services and IME facilitation.

CourtScribes is a technology forward Digital Court Reporting 
company, leveraging the latest technologies to deliver high quality 
transcripts for depositions, EUO’s, trials and arbitrations. We 
incorporate A.I technologies to reduce costs and offer additional 
services that more traditional companies can’t provide. We deliver  
“More for Less.”

Exponent - FDLA Gold Annual Sponsor 
Christopher Dunyak - cdunyak@exponent.com
Exponent, Inc. is a leading engineering and scientific consulting firm 
known for assisting corporations, insurance carriers, government 
agencies, law firms and individuals by analyzing accidents and 
failures to determine their causes. Additionally, Exponent assists 
clients with new product development and process optimization to 
help prevent problems in the future. 

Galloway Johnson Tompkins Burr & Smith 

FCG Associates - FDLA Bronze Annual Sponsor 

Forcon - FDLA Bronze Annual Sponsor 

Nicole Fluet - nfluet@gallowaylawfirm.com 

Jennifer Leo - jleo@fcgassociates.com

Bryan Hubert - bhubert@forcon.com

Galloway Johnson Tompkins Burr & Smith provides local, results-
driven representation, strengthened by the firm’s regional footprint 
of more than 130 attorneys across seven states, including Florida, 
Texas, and Louisiana. For over 35 years, we have partnered with 
clients to deliver comprehensive legal counsel in several industries, 
including insurance defense, maritime, construction, coverage, 
liability, and transportation.

FCG Associates LLC (FCGA) is a team of senior professionals 
specializing in forensic engineering with a primary focus on property 
damage assessments. Our investigations range from everyday 
occurrences to responding to major catastrophic events such as 
hurricanes, tornadoes, hailstorms, floods, earthquakes, and ice 
storms. Whether the property is a small residential home or a large 
commercial building, our licensed professional engineers have 
examined thousands of property structures over the years providing 
timely and unbiased reports.

Celebrating 40 years of expertise, Forcon International provides 
forensic engineering, building consulting, surety, and fidelity 
services.  With over 100 Forcon experts in nearly all fields, we have 
the right expert for your case.  Based in Tampa, FL, we have experts 
throughout FL, the East coast and gulf coast. 

Global Engineering Scientific Solutions - FDLA Silver Annual Sponsor 
Shannell Tebeau - stebeau@gess1.com 
Global Engineering Scientific Solutions, led by Dr. Farhad 
Booeshaghi, is a Consulting Forensic Engineering firm with a 
strong proven track record of assisting in the scientific analysis of a 
plethora of accidents. GESS’ specialties include but are not limited 
to premises liability, product liability, and vehicular accidents with 
focus on Accident Reconstruction, Collision Dynamics, Occupant 
Kinematics, Human Factors Engineering and Biomechanics of Injury 
Causation.

Grindley Williams Engineering - FDLA Bronze Annual Sponsor 
Marcie Willis - mwillis@grindleywilliams.com
Grindley Williams is a Florida-based consulting firm with a 
foundation of talented professional engineers who bring expertise 
from a wide range of sectors and backgrounds specializing in 
forensic engineering services. We offer structural engineering, 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, geotechnical, expert witness, 
and construction defect services. With over 18,000 evaluations 
performed for commercial and residential properties, Grindley 
Williams provides the utmost expertise, efficiency, and precision for 
your engineering needs.

Henderson Franklin 
Gail Lamarche - gail.lamarche@henlaw.com 
Founded in 1924, Henderson, Franklin, Starnes & Holt, P.A. is one 
of the largest and most experienced full-service law firms between 
Tampa and Miami. With over 55 attorneys who live, work and have 
deep roots in Southwest Florida, Henderson Franklin provides high 
quality, personalized legal services to a roster of corporate and 
individual clients.
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DigiStream 
Bob Gordon - bgordon@digistream.com 
DigiStream is the premiere provider of investigative services in the 
insurance defense market. We collect and organize evidence in the 
field and online that self-insured entities and legal professionals 
leverage to mitigate risk.

Dutton Law Group 
Scott Dutton - sdutton@duttonlawgroup.com
Dutton Law Group offers comprehensive insurance coverage and 
defense services, including policy analysis and interpretation, and 
defense against claim litigation. The Firm also specializes in the 
handling and litigation of extra-contractual or bad faith issues, 
providing quality representation by legal professionals with 
significant experience in each area of practice.



InQuis Global - FDLA Platinum Annual Sponsor 
Jud Wooddy - jwooddy@inquisglobal.com 
InQuis is a forensic expert witness and litigation consulting firm 
specializing in life care planning and vocational rehabilitation/wage 
loss analysis. Our experts practice in both Federal and State Courts 
throughout the United States and specialize in personal injury, 
medical malpractice, products liability, premises liability and workers 
compensation cases.

Ivera Group 
Michele Rodriguez - M.Rodriguez@IveraGroup.com 
Ivera Group, Inc., is a national forensic consulting firm specializing 
in accounting, engineering, building consulting, and medical legal 
services. The firm’s experts assist clients in navigating complex 
issues by providing sound financial, scientific, and technical 
expertise. Our ongoing commitment to our clients is to provide them 
with outstanding expert forensic investigation and reporting services 
in a timely and efficient manner.

LCS Records Retreival

Luks Santaniello Petrillo Cohen & Peterfriend 

Joseph Beauchamp - joe@teamlcs.com

William Peterfriend - wpeterfriend@insurancedefense.net

LCS Record Retrieval ensures a personalized experience catered 
to your specific needs. Our user-friendly Client Portal simplifies 
request submissions, status checks, accessing and sharing records, 
including diagnostic images. Utilize SimplySummarize© to receive 
fact-based summaries, including hyperlinks and bookmarks for 
chronological record navigation. Experience the LCS difference 
today!

Our verdicts tell the story.™  Luks and Santaniello, LLC.,  is a Florida 
and Massachusetts Corporate & Insurance Defense Litigation firm. 
From thirteen offices across Florida and Boston, the firm’s 200+ 
attorneys deliver counsel and legal services in over 33 practice 
areas. Our mission is to provide our clients with legal services that 
help them manage risk and reduce exposure. Our goal is to ensure 
that our clients obtain equal justice in the courtroom.

MAZE Resolutions 
Sarah Zabel - sz@mazeresolutions.com 
MAZE Resolutions offers ADR services. The practice focuses on 
arbitration, mediation, private judging, and special magistrate. We 
look forward to helping you navigate through the maze of the court 
system and facilitating your case to a healthy conclusion.

MDD Forensic Accountants 

Miller Biomechanical Forensics - FDLA Bronze Annual Sponsor 

Kristine Elkind - kelkind@mdd.com 

Dr. H. John Miller - millerbiomech@gmail.com

MDD’s Forensic Accountants have extensive experience working 
with CGL insurers and lawyers to evaluate claims that arise out 
of third-party coverages. Our team uses their economic damage 
quantification expertise to provide clients with the information they 
need to make informed decisions. For more information, please 
contact Kristine Elkind at 407.531.1050 or kelkind@mdd.com.

Miller Biomechanical Forensics offers Biomedical, Mechanical, 
and Manufacturing Engineering services in the areas of 
crashworthiness, occupant safety, injury causation, product 
design, and manufacturing processes. Dr. Miller holds 35 patents 
and has several peer reviewed publications in the safety and 
occupant injury field.

Rimkus Consulting Group - FDLA Bronze Annual Sponsor 
Lea Harrigan - slharrig@rimkus.com 
Rimkus is a worldwide provider of forensic consulting services 
to insurance companies, law firms, corporations and government 
agencies. Rimkus assists clients in the responsive and timely 
resolution of claims and disputes. The company’s team of 
professional engineers, scientists, and technical specialists is 
recognized for its commitment to service excellence by local, national 
and international business communities.

Robson Forensic - FDLA Bronze Annual Sponsor 
Robbie Widlansky - rwidlansky@robsonforensic.com
Robson Forensic is a national leader in expert witness consulting, 
providing technical expertise across many fields within engineering, 
architecture, science, and a broad range of specialty disciplines. 
With offices in Miami and Palm Beach Gardens, we offer FDLA 
members local access to exceptionally qualified experts and state of 
the art forensic resources.

Salmon & Dulberg

Sdii Global

SEA, Ltd. - Platinum Sponsor 

Brandon Diamond - brandon@sd-adr.com

Tara Mazurk - tmazurk@sdii-global.com

Alexa Capps - acapps@SEAlimited.com

Salmon & Dulberg Dispute Resolution is a long-established, 
full-service alternative dispute resolution firm that provides a 
broad range of mediation, arbitration, and other neutral services 
throughout Florida. For nearly three decades, our continuing 
mission has been to help resolve civil disputes of all sizes through 
the most practical and collaborative means possible.

Sdii Global is an industry-leading forensic consulting firm 
comprised of professional engineers, architects, building scientists, 
industrial hygienists, fire investigators, and geologists. Sdii 
specializes in providing our clients claim resolution assistance that 
is timely, efficient, and definitive. 
 Sdii Global is an industry-leading forensic consulting firm 
comprised of professional engineers, architects, building scientists, 
industrial hygienists, fire investigators, and geologists. Sdii 
specializes in providing our clients claim resolution assistance that 
is timely, efficient, and definitive.

Since 1970, SEA is a forensic engineering company specializing 
in failure analysis. From our 11 offices our 180 full-time testify 
experts investigate losses which include the following components; 
metallurgy, electrical, mechanical, accident reconstruction, 
construction defect, marine, fire/explosion, slip/trip and fall, 
workplace safety, plus steam damage.

• 11 • 

Seaside Claim Services - FDLA Gold Annual Sponsor 
Matt Igou - migou@seasideclaims.com 
Seaside Claims Services, LLC was launched in 2010 by our founder 
and CEO, Matt Igou. Mr. Igou is a U.S. Marine Corps veteran and 
Jacksonville native. Seaside Claims is based in Jacksonville, FL and 
conducts investigative services throughout GA, FL and the Caribbean 
islands. We are committed to personalized risk management 
solutions through creative investigation techniques and detailed 
adjusting services. Visit our website at www.seasideclaims.com for 
more information.



Selective Investigations, Inc 
Joelle Schwenk Cheeseman - jmschwenk@selectiveinvestigations.com
Selective Investigations, Inc. is a fully licensed and insured private 
investigative agency specializing in insurance claims investigations 
established in 2002. We are a statewide agency that distinguishes 
ourselves from competitors by keeping a clear focus on customer 
service, and consistent high quality investigations. Our mission is 
to deliver outstanding service, combined with timely and accurate 
communication, and an ethical, thorough investigation to assist in the 
handling of your claims. Our investigators are fully trained, experienced 
and specialized.

Smith Bigman Brock 

Sugar Orthopaedics

Sunshine Nurse

Cathi Robinson - crobinson@daytonalaw.com 

Dr. David Sugar - dsugar@drsugar.md

Bonnie McCormick, RN - bonnie.mccormick@sunshinenurse.com

For more than a quarter-century, individuals, families and business 
clients in need of highly qualified legal counsel have turned with 
confidence to the respected firm of Smith Bigman Brock. Our 
standards for personalized, attentive service and difference-making 
representation remain higher than ever.

During his 27 years in private practice as a general orthopedic 
surgeon, Dr. David Sugar has focused on a multitude of diagnoses. 
This has involved conditions ranging from head to toe and ages 
from newborn to the elderly, with a heavy emphasis on shoulder 
and knee conditions, fractures  and non-surgical care of spinal 
conditions. Dr. Sugar offers a wide breadth of experience as well as 
a strong philosophy focused on patient care. Contact Dr. Sugar to 
discuss how he can contribute to the fair and just outcome of your 
case.

At Sunshine Nurse, we specialize in medical chronologies, 
prelitigation merit screens and case analysis for all cases 
involving medical records. We have experience in Insurance 
Defense, Criminal Defense, Nursing Home Negligence and Medical 
Malpractice Cases. We also provide Certified Life Care Planning 
services and Defense Medical Exam Observations. Our nurses have 
decades of experience in the medical field and are seasoned Legal 
Nurse Consultants.

US Forensic 
Adam Mueller - adam.mueller@usforensic.com
U.S. Forensic is an engineering firm offering evaluation, reporting, 
and expert witness testimony including evaluation of buildings, 
vehicles, equipment, machinery, products, and marine structures. 
We provide structural, mechanical, and electrical engineering as well 
as accident reconstruction, fire origin and cause, and environmental 
services. 

UWWM 
Catherine Klasne - cklasne@uww-adr.com 
Upchurch Watson White & Max is a leading Florida- and Ala-
bama-based professional association of mediators/arbitrators with 
seven offices throughout the Sunshine State. Our team of specialists 
practice in a wide range of alternative dispute resolution disciplines, 
including mediated case management; resolution of multi-party, 
complex disputes; and all manner of insurance disputes. When the 
storm blows in this summer, insure a productive mediation with 
UWWM.

Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP 

Wood & Wood

Ian Ronderos - ironderos@waltonlantaff.com 

Meghan Wood - mwood@woodlawpa.com

Established in 1934, Walton Lantaff Schroeder & Carson LLP is 
a full-service law firm representing large and small businesses, 
insurance carriers, financial institutions and individuals throughout 
Florida and across the country. We are an experienced team of 
lawyers who work closely with our clients to develop strategic 
solutions that resolve challenging legal problems.

Wood & Wood, P.A. was originally found in 1985 by the founding 
partner J. Emory Wood Sr. Since that time the firm has focused 
on insurance defense handling claims covering premises liability, 
personal injury and medical malpractice. In doing so the firm 
handles matters from pre-suit investigation and mediation to 
litigation discovery and through trial.
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Thank You to Our 
Annual Sponsors & Exhibitors!

Platinum Sponsors Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsor

Bronze Sponsors

Additional Exhibitors



Thank You to Our 
Event Sponsors! 

Diamond Firm Sponsors

Platinum  Firm Sponsors

Silver Firm Sponsors

Gold Firm Sponsors



© Disney 

Upcoming Events 

2024 Florida Insurance Network Symposium (FINS)
August 15-16, 2024
Renaissance Tampa International Plaza
Tampa, FL

2025 Construction Defect Symposium
January 30-31, 2025
Hotel Flor
Tampa, FL


